Review of  Interior Places.  By Lisa Knopp by Faber, Becky
University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
Great Plains Quarterly Great Plains Studies, Center for 
2009 
Review of "Interior Places." By Lisa Knopp 
Becky Faber 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsquarterly 
 Part of the Other International and Area Studies Commons 
Faber, Becky, "Review of "Interior Places." By Lisa Knopp" (2009). Great Plains Quarterly. 1179. 
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/greatplainsquarterly/1179 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Great Plains Studies, Center for at 
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It has been accepted for inclusion in Great Plains Quarterly by an 
authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. 
160 GREAT PLAINS QUARTERLY, SPRING 2009 
Interior Places. By Lisa Knopp. Lincoln: Univer-
sity of Nebraska Press, 2008. x + 289 pp. 
Bibliography. $21.95 paper. 
"I collect geodes," Lisa Knopp states at the 
beginning of her first essay, making for an 
engaging introduction to the entire collection 
that also encapsulates her vision of the world. 
She loves the natural world and the complexi-
ties of each situation that make it unique. 
Later in her text she asks, "How does some-
thing firmly lodged in the periphery move to 
the center of one's awareness?" The question is 
cogent. Her essays consistently consider some 
peripheral topic-such as the moon or corn or 
one's childhood neighborhood-and then shift 
it forward, urging readers to remember, to think, 
to consider, to appreciate. As I moved from one 
essay to another, I found myself observing my 
surroundings more carefully and attempting to 
analyze situations from a different perspective. 
Interior Places is personal, meaningful, and, 
as is consistently the case with Knopp's writing, 
thought-provoking. Each essay contains some 
new bit of information that always makes me 
glad to have read it. What can a reader expect? 
Here is a quick sample: "Bread and Butter," a 
look at the role of the railroad on the prairie; 
"Pilgrimage," a response to visiting Amelia 
Earhart's birthplace in Kansas; "In the Corn," 
an exploration of the plant, both biologically 
and culturally; "The Fence" (my favorite), an 
intense look at the extensive after effects of 
the Iowa Army Ammunition Plant in her Iowa 
hometown. 
It is always a pleasure to read Lisa Knopp's 
prose. Not only does it flow smoothly, but it 
offers wonderful visual images. This is a book 
that makes me pause while reading as I men-
tally make a list of the people to whom I will 
be giving it as a gift. 
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